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“My dream, once I am able to settle down somewhere, is to have a very large studio.”

 — Joan Miró, 1938 —

“The Studio offered Miró a working environment where his creativity could flow. When 

he closed the door behind him he knew he was cutting all contact with the outside world 

and entering into his own imaginary universe… a composition of Mediterranean light, 

colours and shapes.”
 — Joan Punyet Miró —

MIRÓ’S STUDIO
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The idea for this exhibition was formed when the Mayoral Family travelled to Mallorca, to 

visit the Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró, guided by Joan Punyet Miró and Elvira Cámara, and they 

entered the artist’s studio, a place that inspires respect and fills you with admiration. It took 

two years for Miró to settle in the new studio designed by the architect Josep Lluís Sert 

and for Mayoral was hard to make the first steps in. Once there, they were overwhelmed by 

fascination, tears filled their eyes, and a shiver run down their spine. It was an unforgettable 

feeling: art moves you. 

Due the deep admiration 

and love to Joan Miró, the  

motivation to spread his art is  

absolute and Mayoral wanted 

to honour him some way.

Celebrating the 60th anni-

versary of the foundation of 

Joan Miró’s studio in Mallorca, 

in 1956, Mayoral presents an  

immersive exhibition recreat-

ing this important atelier in art  

history. 

The historically accurate reconstruction includes 22 paintings and drawings  

dating from the years Miró was working in the studio. It also contains the correspondence  

between Miró and Sert relating to the conception of the studio in the 1950s; photographs 

and archive footage relating to Miró’s working process; as well as furniture, painting  

materials, household items, and the personal effects of the artist. The exhibition offers real 

insight into the everyday life of the great avant-garde painter. 

It could be suggested that there were two crucial moments that served as turning points in 

Miró’s artistic career. The first was when he was young and travelled to Paris. He immersed 

himself in Dadaism and Surrealism and through these movements, integrated himself into 

the world of poets on Rue Blomet studio. Here, he experienced an intellectual awakening 

which can be identified in his development of poetic iconography. The second moment took 

place years later, on the foundation of the studio: after working in many different places, in 

1956, his dream for a large studio finally became a reality.

Joan Miró, Women V, 1969
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The studio was designed by Miró’s close friend and well known Catalan architect, Josep 

Lluís Sert, who went on to design Miró´s Foundation in Barcelona, nineteen years later, in 

1975. Working from exile in New York, Sert corresponded with Miró about the design of the 

workshop through a series of letters. These important documents are included in a second 

space of the exhibition, where visitors can learn more about the extraordinary artistic output 

of Miró.

The new studio introduced new challenges for the 

artist. In the words of curator Elvira Cámara “Now 

that the studio in Palma was finished […] Miró, already 

an older man, had to get used to the new space. The 

period of adjustment was more mental than physical 

and while waiting for the studio to be finished, being 

a tireless worker, Miró explored other art forms such 

as pottery, engraving and lithography.”

Thanks to the new space in Mallorca, Miró could  

exercise his creative freedom, with the chance to 

work on huge sized canvases and to use new mate-

rials. One example is Painting (1977). The enormous 

studio became an experimental place for new artistic 

processes and techniques, reflected immediately in 

his work, as well as a refuge from the world outside. 

The new space was a multifaceted world for Miró, not only for creating, but also as a museum  

for objects, one of his main sources of inspiration. As Joan Punyet Miró says: “Flowing  

together in Miró is an imaginative inspiration and fantasy that comes from a number of  

different sources. First and foremost among them are the very objects […] various small  

figurines and toys, interesting stones, woven palm leaves from Palm Sunday, photos, prints, 

postcards, and the most varied paraphernalia imaginable. All this helped (though not always 

immediately, which made it worthwhile keeping hold of those objects just in case) to find  

inspiration and give rise to a painting, whose subsequent result would also have something to 

do (or not) with the material that had served as its starting point.”  

Miró worked in the studio of Son Abrines for over a quarter of a century, until his death in 1983. 

Joan Miró, Painting, 1977
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The exhibition is curated by Elvira Cámara and produced by Joan Punyet Miró (the artist’s 

grandson) in collaboration with Mayoral, a Barcelona-based gallery specializing in museum 

quality, post war and modern art. 

About Mayoral

Mayoral is a gallery specialised in museum-quality post-war and Modern art, focusing on 

artists with a connection to the city of Barcelona. Founded in 1989 in Barcelona, Mayoral’s 

exhibition programme has brought into focus historical works by major avant-garde artists 

of the twentieth century. The gallery works with Dalí, Miró and Picasso, as well as modern 

masters such as Chillida, Fontana, Léger, Magritte and those of the Catalan artistic group 

Dau al Set: Brossa, Cuixart, Ponç, Tàpies and Tharrats. 

A close supporter and patron of the Fundació Joan Miró in Barcelona, Mayoral work in close 

collaboration with the families and estates of the artists, to ensure their integrity and lega-

cy are preserved and a high level of historical accuracy is achieved in the gallery’s innova-

tive, carefully curated exhibitions and displays. The gallery’s activity extends internationally, 

through participation in international art fairs and close relationships with important private 

collections and museums, such as MoMA, New York; the Picasso Museum, Barcelona; and 

Thyssen-Bornemisza and Reina Sofía, Madrid.

Jean Marie del Moral, The interior of the Studio, 1978
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